
Mayoral Race Uses Social 
Display, OTT for Results

©2023 MLive Media Group. All rights reserved.  |  www.mlivemediagroup.com  |  1

Sheldon A. Neeley was elected as Flint, Michigan’s mayor in 2019, 
and served a truncated three-year term before being re-elected in 
2022. A former State representative in Michigan’s 24th House district, 
he had also served more than two terms in the Michigan House of 
Representatives.

In 2019’s election, Neeley faced mayoral incumbent Karen Weaver. 
With fewer than 300 votes between them, they both advanced to 
the mayoral election, with Neeley taking the race at an even slimmer 
margin. (During this race, his election funds were a remarkable 10% of 
his opponent’s.) By 2022, the stage was set for a rematch.  Our firm was employed by The Committee 
to elect Sheldon Neeley to provide media services leading into the race.

T H E Y  U T I L I Z E D  T H E  F O L L OW I N G  TAC T I C S :

HOW THESE TACTICS PERFORMED
Throughout the duration of this campaign, our team saw unprecedented engagement with these 
tactics. While benchmarking for political ads is near impossible in an ever-changing legislative envi-
ronment, audience targeting, serving of ad materials alongside trusted news content, and effective 
creative all play a role in ad performance.

Display Impressions, for instance, saw a click through rater of .51%, but overall interactions of nearly 4%. 
Social display (a tactic where organic facebook posts are served in place of an ad), the CTR for isolated 
posts topped 1.9%. These results are extremely strong.

See page 2 for more

This case study reports advertising results 
only and is not intended to endorse any 
political candidate or party. Advance Local 
newsrooms and their activities are separate 
and distinct from our advertising division. 
Coverage of candidates is performed with 
integrity by our editorial team. This case study 
was penned by the marketing department.
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But perhaps the most exciting piece of this puzzle is OTT. (For savvy digital advertisers looking for better 
control and comprehension of their video campaigns, streaming offers the tools and data necessary to 
speak to their audience meaningfully and at scale. Television ads are losing local audiences while the 
cost of TV spots remains the same. Political advertisers are reaching less and paying more for ads. TV is 
expensive, and online video has better-defined audience targeting capabilities at a much smaller price tag. 
Read more on this solution and its benefits here.)

Between mid-October 2022 and the November election, The Committee to elect Sheldon Neeley used 
OTT to create a firmer audience understanding of the candidate and his platform. These were consumed 
at pace, with the majority of the audience watching these advertisements to 100% completion.

FOR CANDIDATE AND ISSUES-BASED ADVERTISERS
Most of the attention paid to advertising expenditures through election season focuses on direct 
campaign spend. While the average dollars spent per cycle has dramatically increased over recent 
elections, most do not realize that issues advertising, PAC advertising, and “friends of” ads account for 
even larger average spends (often from out-of-state sources).

According to Ad Exchanger, most news media spend increases in recent campaigns were with program-
matic, with one source quoting a 40% increase in revenue YoY based on booked revenue through Q4 2022.
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NBA season tips off
Armed with a number of young talented 
players, the Detroit Pistons hope to turn 
things around this season and contend 
for a playoff spot.   B1

Objecting to books is nothing 

new, but now librarians 

themselves face harsh 

accusations, and funding 

is being targeted.

Michael Kransz   mkransz@mlive.com

It was a slow Monday afternoon at Pat-
mos Library in Jamestown Township, one 
of Michigan’s fastest-growing communi-
ties with a population of about 8,900 resi-
dents, when Kaitlin McLaughlin sat down 
to read stories to a group of five kids.

The children counted a school of fish on 
the page, waddled like penguins, tweet-
tweeted like birds, stood one-legged like 
flamingos — all prompted by the books 
McLaughlin read to them.

In sharp contrast to the youth storytime 
scene, an ongoing debate over certain 

books that some want yanked from the 
shelves is putting libraries in Michigan 
and the rest of the country in the middle of 
a cultural controversy.

Public libraries have become the lat-
est political battleground, where the con-
stitutional freedoms to read books with a 
vast array of themes and passages — even 
those some people disagree with — are 
being met with parental concern about 
keeping certain topics away from children.

So far in 2022, Michigan Library Associ-
ation Executive Director Deborah Mikula 
said her association has seen book chal-
lenges pop up in West Michigan, southeast 
Michigan, the Saginaw Bay region and the 
Upper Peninsula — and in greater num-
bers than previous years.

NOTHING NEW, YET DIFFERENT
“There have been censorship issues for-

ever. We’re not surprised; it’s not some-
thing new,” Mikula said. “It’s just the vol-
ume of these attempted efforts and the 
extremist rhetoric that’s going with them 
is unprecedented to us. We have never 

seen this many books challenged, and I 
think that that’s something that we really 
have to look at.”

Those challenging the content are 
objecting to a range of themes — overtly 
sexual passages, LGBTQ relationships 
or racial justice — in wanting certain 
library books removed.

The push to force these books off the 
shelves is sometimes coming with accu-
sations not seen before, such as labeling 
library workers “groomers” and pedo-
philes. Local and state library leaders are 
branding the push as acts of censorship.

And while officials say the censorship 
efforts are happening across Michigan 
and the rest of the United States, the con-
troversy is playing out intensely in West 
Michigan, home to two mostly conserva-
tive counties with a large religious base.

The brewing backlash against Pat-
mos Library after officials refused to pull 
a few of its small collection of LGBTQ 
books out of circulation came to a head 
at the polls. In August, voters essentially

Chris Boehke, Advance Local

Simon Schuster   sschuster@mlive.com

When the Nov. 8 election is over, a 
woman will lead the state of Michigan, 
but will it be incumbent Gretchen Whit-
mer, or her challenger, Tudor Dixon?

The 2022 election is the first time in 
Michigan history that the two candidates 
for governor are both women.

Much like how she rode to office in 
2018 on a promise to “fix the damn 
roads,” Whitmer is hammering home a 
similarly simple message as she seeks a 
second term, reminding voters almost 
daily that she’s doing everything she can 
to protect Michiganders’ access to abor-
tion.

Never mind that voters will decide via 
a ballot proposal whether access to abor-
tion should become constitutionally pro-
tected in Michigan on Election Day.

The issue is top of mind for many vot-
ers, and the Democrat has hitched her 
campaign to it. Mother to two daughters 
in college, Whitmer frequently invokes 
them when discussing the issue.

“This is the most important economic 
decision a woman will make over the 
course of her lifetime,” Whitmer said in 
August. “There are 2.2 million women 
and girls who are impacted by this and, 
as you see, all of the incredibly cruel pol-
icies that are being promoted across the 
country. That too could happen here in 
Michigan with the wrong governor, the 
wrong legislature. ... We’re pulling out all 
the stops to protect our rights.”

Meanwhile, Dixon, the Republican 
challenger, has spoken out against abor-
tion, even in the case of rape or incest, 
and believes it should only be allowed to 
save the life of the mother. She is putting 
her focus, instead, on children.

Dixon has depicted her opponent as 
enforcing policies that have held kids 
back and disempowered parents. 

As the issue of abortion has moved 
into the spotlight, Dixon is hoping to 
push it aside. 

“That’s on the ballot, and they can 
vote for that and still vote for a different 
economic future,” Dixon said. “It should 
be always in the hands of the people.”

SOME BACKGROUND
Whitmer, 51, has held public office 

for 18 of the past 22 years and is the type 
of politician who rarely strays from her 
message. She served 14 years in the 

ELECTION 2022

State’s top race finds its focus
Gretchen Whitmer: Education, climate, economy are top priorities in reelection bid.

Tudor Dixon: Challenger pushes ‘back to basics’ for schools, police, government.
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